
THE NAVAJO NATION 

JONATHAN NEZ I PRESIDENT MYRON LIZER I VICE PRESIDENT 

Hon. Seth Damon 
Office of the Speaker 
Post Office Box 3390 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

November 4, 2021 

RE: CO-59-21 , An Action Relating to Health, Education and Human Services, Resources and 
Development, Law and Order, Budget and Finance, Naabik'iyati' Committees and the Navajo Nation 
Council; Approving the Transfer of the Navajo Transit System.from the Navajo Division of General 
Services to the Navajo Division of Transportation; Amending the Navajo Transit System Plan of 
Operation and Organizational Chart; and Amending 2 N.N.C. §1252 (B) (8)-(9) 

Dear Speaker Damon, 

Early in our Administration we produced the Hozh6 Dine Bi Nahat'a Strategic Plan which was 
designed to increase government accountability while providing a methodology for goal setting, 
tracking, implementation, and improvement. Our Divisions looked to improving government 
services and to streamline the process for quicker response to those services. In the case of the 
Transit System it was clear and logical the Program would fare better under the Navajo Division 
of Transportation. 

We look forward to the final step in the transfer process with the Resources and Development 
Committee working with the Navajo Division of Transportation to amend their Plan of Operation 
to include the Navajo Transit System. Other recommendations for improving government services 
may be coming and we look forward to the changes that will increase government accountability. 

Thank you to Council Delegate Carl Slater for supporting the change and thank you 24th Navajo 
Nation Council for CO-59-21, which we sign into law. 

Sincerely, 

9--11-Al9 
Jonathan Nez, President 
THE NAVAJO NATION 

~ , t~sident 
THE NAVAJO NATION 



RESOLUTION OF THE 
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

24 th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - THIRD YEAR, 2021 

AN ACTION 

CO-59-21 

RELATING TO HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES, RESOURCES AND 
DEVELOPMENT, LAW AND ORDER, BUDGET AND FINANCE, NAABIK' !YA.TI' 
COMMITTEES AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; APPROVING THE TRANSFER 
OF THE NAVAJO TRANSIT SYSTEM FROM THE NAVAJO DIVISION OF GENERAL 
SERVICES TO THE NAVAJO DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION; AMENDING THE 
NAVAJO TRANSIT SYSTEM PLAN OF OPERATION AND ORGANIZATIONAL CHART; 
AND AMENDING 2 N.N.C. § 1252(B) (8)-(9) 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITIES 

A. The Navajo Nation Council enacts laws and sets policy for the 
Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. § 102. 

B. The Naabik'iyati' Committee is a standing committee of the 
Navajo Nation Council with authority to review proposed 
legislation that requires final action by the Navajo Nation 
Council. 2 N.N.C. § 164(A) (9). 

C. The Health, Education and Human Services Committee is the 
standing committee of the Navajo Nation Council with the 
authority to recommend to the Navajo Nation Council the 
creation of any Division or Department intended to be under 
the Committee's oversight, by adoption of its Plan of 
Operation; and to rescind that Plan of Operation for any 
Division or Department under the Committee's oversight. 2 
N.N.C. §§ 400 (A), 401 (B) (8). 

D. The Resources and Development Committee is the standing 
committee of the Navajo Nation Council with the authority to 
recommend to the Navajo Nation Council the creation of any 
Division or Department intended to be under the Committee's 
oversight, by adoption of its Plan of Operation. 2 N.N.C. §§ 

500 (A), 501 (B) (14) 

E. The Law and Order Committee is the standing committee of the 
Navajo Nation Council with the authority to review and make 
recommendations to the Navajo Nation Council on proposed 
amendments to the Navajo Nation Code. 2 N.N.C. §§ 600(A), 
60l(B)(l4). 

F. The Budget and Finance Committee is the standing committee of 
the Navajo Nation Council with the authority to review and 
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CO-59-21 

recommend to the Navajo 
appropriation, investment, 
N.N.C. §§ 300(A), 30l(B) (2) 

Nation Council the budgeting, 
and management of all funds. 2 

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

A. The Government Services Committee established the Master Plan 
of Operation for the Division of General Services along with 
the Plan of Operation for the Navajo Transit System. Pursuant 
to Resolution No. GSCS-69-95. The Government Services 
Committee was rescinded and replaced by the Health, Education 
and Human Services Committee pursuant to CAP-10-11, 
incorporated by reference. 

B. The Navajo Transit System is currently operating under the 
Navajo Division of General Services, and the Health, Education 
and Human Services Committee is the legislative oversight 
Committee . 

. C. The Navajo Nation desires to transfer the Navajo Transit System 
from Navajo Division of General Services to the Navajo Division 
of Transportation. When the Navajo Transit System is 
transferred to the Navajo Division of Transportation, the 
Resources and Development Committee will be the legislative 
oversight Committee. See Exhibit A. 

D. The Navajo Nation Department of Justice reviewed the amendments 
to the Navajo Transit System Plan of Operation, Organizational 
Chart, and 2 N.N.C. § 1252(B) (8)-(9) and determined the 
transfer and these changes to be legally sufficient. Attached 
as Exhibit B. 

E. The Navajo Nation finds it to be in the best interest to 
transfer the Navajo Transit System from the Navajo Division of 
General Services to the Navajo Division of Transportation, and 
to amend the Plan of Operation and Organizational Chart, and 
2 N.N.C. § 1252 (B) (8) - (9). 

SECTION THREE. AMENDING AND APPROVING THE NAVAJO TRANSIT SYSTEM 
PLAN OF OPERATION AND ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

The Navajo Nation Council hereby approves 
Transit System Plan of Operation along 
Organizational Chart pursuant to Exhibit A. 

the amended Navajo 
with the amended 

SECTION FOUR. APPROVING AND AMENDING 2 N.N.C. § 1252(B) (8)-(9) 

The Navajo Nation Council hereby amends 2 N.N.C. § 1252(B) (8)-(9) 
as follows : 
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**** 

THE NAVAJO NATION CODE 
TITLE 2 NAVAJO NATION GOVERNMENT 

Chapter 5. Executive Branch 
Subchapter 11. Division of General Services 

C0-59-21 

§ 1252. Purposes and Objectives 

**** 

B. The objectives of the Di vision of General Services shall 
include: 

**** 

8. Providing a ground transportation system for the Navajo 
people by offering low cost fixed route services on and 
around the Navajo Nation and by offering charter services 
to various groups in and around the Navajo Nation. 

-9--c-8. Maintaining custodial care of all vital official Navajo 
Nation Government records and providing duplicating 
services for the Government. 

**** 

SECTION FIVE. DIRECTIVE 

The Navajo Nation hereby directs the following entities to make 
all necessary changes as follows: 

A. The Navajo Nation Office of the Controller, Office of 
Management and Budget, Department of Personnel Management, and 
all other affected Navajo Nation entities shall implement the 
necessary changes to reflect the transfer of the Navajo Transit 
System from the Division of General Services to the Navajo 
Division of Transportation set forth herein. 

B. The Navajo Division of Transportation and the Navajo Division 
of General Services shall update all necessary documents and 
other items to reflect the changes set forth herein. 
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CO-59-21 

SECTION SIX. CODIFICATION 

The provisions of the Act which amend or adopt new sections of the 
Navajo Nation Code shall be codified b y the Office of Legislative 
Counsel. The Office of Legislative Counsel shall incorporate such 
amended provisions in the nex t codification of the Navajo Nation 
Code. 

SECTION SEVEN. SAVING CLAUSE 

Should any provision of this Act be determined invalid by the 
Navajo Nation Supreme Court or the District Courts of the Navajo 
Nation, without appeal to the Navajo Nation Supreme Court, the 
remainder of the Act shall remain the law of the Navajo Nation . 

SECTION EIGHT. EFFECTIVE DATE 

The provisions of this Act shall become effective pursuant to 2 
N. N.C. § 221(B) 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered 
by the 24 t h Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting in Window 
Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present and 
that the same was passed by a vote of 22 in Favor, and 00 Opposed, 
on this 20 th day of October 2021. 

Motion: Honorable Otto Tso 

mon, Speaker 
24 th Navajo Nation Council 

~ 7iiATE 

Second: Honorable Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. 

Speaker Seth Damon not voting 

Page 4 of 5 



ACTION BY THE NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT: 

l. I, hereby, sign into law the 
foregoing legislation, pursuant to 
2 N_.p.c. § lO:j (C) (10), on this 

0~ day of ~CNCM~ 20-:J. 
<;2 /1-.A~ ~Ffll-

Jonathan ~Jesid \ 
Navajo Nation 

2. I, hereby, veto the foregoing 
legislation, pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 
1005 (C) (11), on this ____ day 
of __________ , 2021 for the 
reason(s) expressed in the attached 
letter to the Speaker. 

Jonathan Nez, President 
Navajo Nation 
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I. ESTABLISHMENT 

EXHIBIT 

I _ __,;ft;_.J~--
NAVAJO TRANSIT SYSTEM 

PLAN OF OPERATION 

Updated September, 2021 

. . 
There is hereby established the Navajo Transit System within the Navajo Division of Genera l 

Sen ice~; Transportation of the Navajo Nation Government Executive Branch. 

II. PURPOSE 

Transportation transit services to be performed are described as follows: 

A. Fixed Route Services: 

To operate and serve as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, in interstate and or foreign 

commerce, over regular routes, transporting passengers and their baggage, newspape r~, 

and e,( pres&-+oo-i-h between points in New Mexico, Arizona, Utah and beyond these 

areas. i r necessary. 

8. Charter Services: 

To provide irregular motor coach routes of passengers and their baggage, in the same 

vehicle under special operations. between poinw in Ari zo na and New Me,(ico and other 

po ints in Arizona. New Me"ico. Utah, Co lorado. Californ ia, Nevada, Idaho. Oregon. 

\Vashi ngton, Oklahoma. Te,ms. Kansas, Mi ssiss ippi. Illino is. Arkansas. Tennessee. 

N-erth Caroli,~irgini a, Missouri, Lo ui siana. and the District or Co luma+a:: in 

compliance with 49 U.S.C. §5323(d) and 49 C .F.R. Part 604 and as approved bv 

fundin g agencies. 

III. STAFF AND ORGANIZATION 

A. STAFFING 

1. There shall be a Director Manager of Navajo Transit System. The 

Director Manager of the Navajo Transit System Department shall be 

hired by the Division Director of the Navajo Division of G~ 

&Ni-€-es-Transportation pursuant to Personnel Policies of the Navajo 

Nation Government and report to the Executive Director or the Divi s ion 
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of General 8erv ic'e5 . T he Manager of Navajo Transit Svstem sha ll 

rc nort to and under the direct suncrv is ion of the Di vis ion Director of the 

Nava jo Divis ion o f Transpo rtati on. 

The D irector Manager shall be authorized to recommend additional 

professional, technical and clerical positions as needed to execute 

purposes stated herein. Additional personnel positions shall be acquired 

in accordance with Navajo Nation Personnel Policies a-Ati-14eee-Elttres 

Manua l and applicable budget rules established for conducting the 

annual Navajo Nation budget process. 

B. ORGANIZATION 

The organizational chart of the Navajo Transit System is displayed as Attachment I. 

IV. RESPONSIBILITY AND AUTHORITY 

A. The Director Manager and staff of Navajo Transit System is hereby authorized 

and responsible to : 

I. 

') 

4. 

5. 

Administer and operate both fixed routes and charte r public 

transportati on services . 

Admini ster and operate limited charter se rv ices as approved bv fun d ing 

so urces on a case-by-case bas is. 

Assure compliance with guidelines, rules , regulations and requirements 

set by the funding sources and the Navajo Nation Co uncil. 

Communicate f-aR+fo and motor coach bus fare rates to all necessary 

Navajo Nation agencies. 

Pro vide safe and re li able public transportati on serv ices . 

Collect daily bus fare ra tes and, compile Recap data, reco ncil e tickets 

and revenue and submit daily depository of funds to Cashiers. Ana lyze 

dai ly ti cket ffitffit fo r custom~ -:-

•5-. --- P'-+-re"41X'l-~ er fo rm anee-r~ts for F ederal--A.-me-i-11-g-€&rH-]3tta-A€&.-
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B. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Prepare reports, budgets and rev1s1ons, dai ly bookkeep ing;, Purchase 

Requis ition~;, Req ue~;t for Direct Payment (RDP), Interd epartmental 

Charge Requisitions (IC R). fina l accounting. 

Prepare and manage budgets, expenditures. revenue. invcntorv. and 

financi a l reporting. 

Maintain NTS fleet or buses, vans and a ll it s asse ts including 

admini strative o ffice. build ings. parking lots. e:arages. etc. 

Manage da ilv fi:-.:ed routes schedu les and dailv dri ver' s sc hed ul es. 

Assure safety in a ll aspects of Trans it operations. 

1 I. Assure a reasonab le leve l of customer serv ice. 

12. Provide necessarv train ing to staff 

LL A bide by the Navajo N ation Personne l Po licies and Procedures Manual 

(NNPPM) and shall in no v,·ay influence or pressure staff members on 

any political- matters. app licab le Nava jo Nat ion laws . regu lations and 

po lic ies. 

14. Other duties as assigned bv the Division Direc tor. 

Navajo Transit System - Operating Authority: 

1. The N avaj o Transit System became operational in N ovember l 980~ 

on April 11. 1983 , received its permanent operat ing authority. the 

Cert ificate of Publ ic Conven ience and Necessity from the Federal Interstate 

GBm+nerce Commi ssion, attached hereto as Allc.chment. II . This cert ifi ca te 

is--evidence of !he Navajo Transit System ·s authority to eng:age-i-n

t-ra+ts-portalion as a common carrier by Motor Vehicl e. as establ ished bv the 

Navajo Nation Counci l. 

V. LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT 

The Governff1~n1 Services Committee or the Nav,~jo Nation Counci l shall provide legiL,lative 

over~;ight for the Navajo Trans it Sy~;tem pur~;uant to 2 N.l.C ~313 (b)(1). 
The Navajo Transit System, Navajo Division of Transportat ion. sha ll operate under the 

legi s lat ive oversight of the Resource and Deve lopment Committee of the Navajo Nation 

Counci l. pursuant to 2 N.N.C.~500 and §501(B)(?)(g) . 
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VI. AMENDMENTS 

Th is Plan of Operation may be amended by the Resources and Development Comm ittee of 

the Nava jo Nation Counc il as deemed necessary . 
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ATTACHMENT I 

NAVAJO DIVISION OF T RANSPORTA TION 

NA VA.J O TRANSIT SYSTEM ORCAN !i'.'.ATION CI !ART 

Updated: September 2021 

NAVAJO DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

'f' 

NAVAJO TRANSIT 

PROGRAM 

FLEET SERVICES SUPPORT SERVICES 
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EXHIBIT 

I S 
NAVAJO NATION DEP 

DA TE OF R.EQU EST: 4/9/202 1 

DOCUMENT 
REVIEW 

REQUEST 
FORM 

- --- ---- -----
CONTACT NAME: Tom Platero 

PHONE NUMBER: 928871-631 I 

DOJ 

t.f/tl ~~TE /; "IM E,, t{ I 
D 7 Day Deadline 

DOC# {J I~ 0() 
SAS #:--,-=----
UN IT: rJ :$&/ I.._., 

DIVISION: General Services 

DEPARTTYLENT: Executive Admi nistrat ion 

E-MAIL: tom.platero@navajo-nsn.gov 

TITLE OF DOCUMENT: Update Navajo Transit System Plan of Operation 

DA TE/TlME IN UNIT: 

Date / Time 

PICK ED UP BY : (Print) DATE /TIM E: 
NNDOJ/DRRF-.July 2013 



Document No. 016002 Date Issued: 03/03/2021 ------------
EXECUTIVE OFFICIAL REVIEW 

Title of Document: Navajo Transit System Plan of Operation 

Program/Division DIVISION OF GENERAL SERVICES 

Ema ii : llIBfetls-tttHey@n a veje-A-SA:iJG-V 

---:o ""'7 ...... ~ 
Con ta ct Name: TY-l-1::-EV-;--MA-Rel:J& C. 

Phone Number: 

--l-o vV\ . -plA-k-.- D @ r' ~ Va J;:i - (] s YI-.:'.)\) J 
D Business Site Lease Sufficient Insufficient 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1. Division : Date : 
2. Office of the Controller: Date: 
(only if Procurement Clearance is not issued within 30 days of the initiation of the E.O. review) 

3. Office of the Attorney General : ___________ Date : 

• • 
• 

Business and Industrial Development Financing, Veteran Loans, (i.e . Loan, Loan Guarantee and 
Investment) or Delegation of Approving and/or Management Authority of Leasing transactions 

1. Division : Date : • 
2. Office of the Attorney General : Date: • 
Fund Management Plan, Expenditure Plans, Carry Over Requests , Budget Modifications 

1. Office of Management and Budget: Date: • 
2. Office of the Control ler: Date : • 
3. Office of the Attorney General: Date: • 
Navajo Housing Authority Request for Release of Funds 

1. NNEPA: Date : • 
2. Office of the Attorney General : Date: • 
Lease Purchase Agreements 

1. Office of the Controller: Date : • 
(recommenda tion on ly) 

2. Office of the Attorney General : Date: • 
Grant Applications 

1. Office of Managemen t and Budget: Date: • 
2. Office of the Controller: Date : • 
3. Office of the Attorney General : Date : • 

• • 
• 

• 
• 

• • • 

• • 

• 
• 

• • 
• 

Five Management Plan of the Local Governance Act, Delegation of an Approving Authority from a Standing 
Committee, Local Ordinances (Local Government Units), or Plans of Operation/Division Policies Requiring 
Committee Approval ,...--~ \ 

1. Division: (. =:--, \ Date: J ~1 \ -a4 l 2Jo 2 J 

2. Office of the Attorney General : \.Y}-== Date :~,_}'_0_ ( __ _ 

Relinquishment of Navajo Membership 

1. La nd Department: Date : -------
2. Elections : Date: -------
3. Office of the Attorney General : Date : ----- --

• • • 

• • 

• • • 
Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164 and Executive Order Number 07-2013 



• Land Withdrawal or Relinquishment for Commercial Purposes Sufficient Insufficient 

1. Division: Date: • • 
2. Office of the Attorney General: Date: • • 

• Land Withdrawals for Non-Commercial Purposes, General Land Leases and Resource Leases 

1. NLD Date: • • 
2. F&W Date: • • 
3. HPD Date: • • 
4. Minerals Date: • • 
5. NNEPA Date: • • 
6. DNR Date: • • 
7. DOJ Date: • • 

• Rights of Way 

1. NLD Date: • • 
2. F&W Date: • • 
3. HPD Date: • • 
4. Minerals Date: • • 
5. NNEPA Date: • • 
6. Office of the Attorney General: Date: • • 
7. OPVP Date: • • 

• OIi and Gas Prospecting Permits, Drllllng and Exploration Permits, Mining Per~lt, Mining Lease 

1. Minerals Date: • • 
2. OPVP Date: • • 
3. NLD Date: • • 

• Assignment of Mineral Lease 

1. Minerals Date: • • 
2. DNR Date: • • 
3. DOJ Date: • • 

• ROW (where there has been no delegation of authority to the Navajo Land Department to grant the Nation's 
consent to a ROW) 

1. NLD Date: D • 
2. F&W Date: • • 
3. HPD Date: D • 
4. Minerals Date: • D 
5. NNEPA Date: D D 
6. DNR Date: • • 
7. DOJ Date: • • 
8. OPVP Date: • • 

• OTHER: 
1. Date: • • 2. Date: • • 
3. Date: • • 
4. Date: • • 5. Date: • • 

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164 and Executive Order Number 07-2013 



NAVAJO NATION 
912 

Navajo Nation Council 2021 Fall Session 

MOT Tso 

Amd# to Amd# Legislation 0201-21: Approving 

the Transfer of the Navajo 

SEC Stewart, W 

Yea: 22 

Begay, E 
Begay, K 
Begay, P 

Yeas: 22 

Brown 

Charles-Newton 

Crotty 

Nay: 0 

Excused: O 

Not Voting : 1 

Wauneka, E 

Transit System from the Navajo 

Division of General Services ... . 

Nays: O Excused: 0 

Daniels Slater, C 
Freeland, M Smith 
Halona, P Stewart, W 
Henio, J Tso 
James, V Tso,C 
Nez, R 

Presiding Speaker: Damon 

Not Voting : 1 

Tso, D 

Tso, E 
Walker, T 

Yazzie 

Yellowhair 

10/20/2021 

10:22:36 AM 

PASSED 




