
STATEMENT ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE FEDERAL GUIDANCE  
ON INDIGENOUS TRADITIONAL ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE (TEK) 

For Submission to ITEK@ostp.eop.gov by May 5, 2022 

We, the undersigned, submit this joint statement on the White House’s initiative to elevate 
Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge (ITEK) in Federal scientific and policy 
processes. We welcome your commitment to partner with Tribal Nations, Native communities 
and Native organizations to develop a guidance that respects indigenous lifeways and ensures 
that traditional knowledge is meaningfully included in federal policies that give voice to our 
Earth Mother and the knowledge holders of our communities.   

In the federal context, the proper term should be “indigenous traditional knowledge,” as our 
knowledge impacts more than ecology or science. Integrated within each of our communities 
are our senses of social and natural stewardship, particular to each tribal community. Both 
must be well-functioning in order for health and wellness of the whole, from past generations 
to future generations. The complete absence of our traditional knowledge from federal 
policies so far has brought us to a critical point of urgency. It is past time for a broad 
application of traditional knowledge in the governmental ordering of how we live and relate to 
our Earth Mother, which are interdependent.  

Each community has a value system based on our particular land and our social order, 
therefore there is no one size fits all. This direct relationship gives substance to each of our 
value systems. If we are to build policies developed by the federal government with 
indigenous communities, the policies will need to maintain integrity at the human level. 
Present policies are built without regard to the environment as a living entity, and furthermore 
treat land as a commodity. Policies built on traditional knowledge cannot be hybridized with 
approaches that deny our Earth Mother as a living being in need of ongoing sustenance. This 
is why traditional knowledge holders have kept information close in the past. Our elders and 
knowledge holders will need assurances that upon sharing their knowledge, holistic integrity 
will be maintained with inclusion of ITEK. The guidelines must reflect this, in order for our 
knowledge holders to share medicine, and for medicine to be received in good faith.  

Finally, there need to be mechanisms to allow traditional knowledge, individual to each 
community, to be shared and received as they are ready. We disagree with any emphasis on 
the government-to-government process being the exclusive means to obtain traditional 
knowledge. That is the wrong approach for traditional knowledge, especially at this time of 
urgency. Traditional knowledge holders are separate from tribal governments. Traditional 
knowledge holders are concerned with the relationship that we have with our Earth Mother, 
and not primarily concerned with our relationships with governments. Knowledge holders 
need the ability to directly share our knowledge with the federal government upon consensus 
of our communities, without undue barriers. Native organizations can help get out the 
knowledge that knowledge holders wish to share on a rolling basis. Such a mechanism may be 
on-line and via electronic communication with federal agencies, or via physical meetings, as 
each community is ready. The proper gathering of this information requires community 
consensus and needs to follow community timing. It may also need federal governmental 
funding.  

The Federal Government’s recognition of the critical importance of ITEK is an important first 
step we value and appreciate.  We hold you to your commitment to including ITEK in federal 
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policy as shaped by communities who are trying to live according to our value systems despite 
governmental barriers. We thank you for this opportunity to comment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

_____________________________________ 
Roman Bitsuie, Peacemaker and Knowledge Holder 

Phone: (928) 797-1437  
Email: rbitsuie@yahoo.com  

Hard Rock Chapter 
Date:  April 28, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Donna House, Diné/Oneida  

Advocate for the protection of %io-&ultural 'iversity  
Phone: (505) 614-5604  

Email: nmnn2009@gmail.com  
Oak Springs Chapter��1DYDMR�1DWLRQ

Date:  April 28, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Nicole Horseherder, Executive Director 

Tó Nizhóní Ání (Sacred Water Speaks) 
P O Box 483 
Kykotsmovi Village, AZ  86039 
Phone: (928) 440-3745  
Email: nhorseherder@gmail.com 
https://tonizhoniani.org/ 
Date: April 28, 2022 
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Concurred and supported by: 

_____________________________________ 
Olivia and Vanessa Roanhorse 

Roanhorse Consulting LLC
2406 Mountain Rd NW Albuquerque, NM  87104 
Phone: (773) 316-1004 
https://roanhorseconsulting.com
olivia@roanhorseconsulting.com  
Date: April 28, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Patricia L. Thomas, Laguna Pueblo member and matriarch, 

and founding tribal member of Family Voices 
P O Box 1037, Laguna, NM  87026 

Phone: (505) 554-4790 
Trish3paguate@gmail.com 

Date: April 28, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Elvira Dennison, Family Mentor 

Navajo Family Voices, Diné Bá Álchíní Yił Ádaaní 
Planning for our children in a blessing manner
https://navajofamilies.org 
P O Box 744, Farmington, NM 87401 
Phone: (505) 226-3073 
Email: info@navajofamilies.org  
Date: April 28, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Beverly Maxwell, President, 7RRKQLL�%LQDQHHVWސąސ�$áWDDVސpt�$OOLDQFH

Shiprock Traditional Farmer Cooperative, Navajo Nation 
P O Box 4380, Shiprock, NM  87420 

Phone: (505) 592-7466 
beverlymaxwell@hotmail.com 

Date: April 28, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Josephine Foo, Executive Director 

Indian Country Grassroots Support, Diné Nihi Keyah Project
https://indiancountrygrassroots.org
https://dinelanduse.org
Email: josey@indiancountrygrassroots.org  
Date: April 28, 2022 
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_____________________________________ 
Ron Lameman, Beaver Lake Cree Nation 

President, International Indian Treaty Council 
100 E. Ajo Way, Tucson, Arizona 85713 
https://www.iitc.org/  
Phone: (520) 833-9797 
Email: info@treatycouncil.org 
Date: May 2, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
chili yazzie, Diné Knowledge Seeker 

Founder of Survivors of Hweeldi 
POB 1708, Shiprock, NM 87420 
Phone: 505.860.4436 
Email: chili_yazzie@hotmail.com 
Date: May 2, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Hazel James, Organizer 

Diné Centered Research & Evaluation (DCRE) 
Founded in 2017 by Dr. Larry Emerson and comprised of 

Medicine men, healers and academics 
Eastern and Ft. Defiance Agencies, Navajo Nation 

P O Box 3952, Yatahey, NM  87375 
Hazbah4nm@gmail.com 

(505) 486-4420
Date: May 2, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Anna Rondon, Executive Director 

New Mexico Social Justice & Equity Institute (NMSJEI) 
P.O. Box 5058, Gallup, NM 87305 
(505) 879-3666
and
McKinley Community Collaborative for Health Equity
mckinleycollaborativeforhealthequity.org
PO BOX 2931, Gallup, NM  87305
(505) 906 2671
nmsjei@gmail.com 
Date: May 2, 2022
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_____________________________________ 
Kara Bobroff, Executive Director 

One Generation – Indigenous Farm Hub 
P.O. Box 802 

Corrales, NM  87048 
Phone: (505) 379-0022 

Email: kbobroff@tidescenter.org 
https://indigenousfarmhub.org 

Supporting Indigenous Communities and  
Indigenous Farmers in Sandoval and  

San Juan Counties of New Mexico 
Date: May 4, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Robyn Jackson, Executive Director 
Diné Citizens Against Ruining Our Environment (Diné CARE) 
P.O. Box 272, Winslow, AZ  86047 
Diné Nation 
Phone: (928) 221-7857 
https://www.dine-care.org/  
Email: dinecare88@gmail.com 
Date: May 4, 2022 

____________________________________ 
Ahtza D. Chavez, Executive Director 

NAVA Education Project 
A native-led 501(c)(3) organization working 
directly with Indigenous communities 
7900 Menaul Blvd NE, Albuquerque, NM  87110 
https://navaeducationproject.org 
Email: ahtza@NAVAeducationproject.org  
Date: May 2, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Gloria Dennison, Naschitti Chapter member and matriarch 

P O Box 1425, Sheepsprings, NM  87364 
Glodennison52@gmail.com  

(505) 728-5316
Naschitti Chapter, Navajo Nation 

Date: May 4, 2022 
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Diné Community Advocacy Alliance (DCAA) 
P.O. Box 1884, Fruitland, NM 87416 
https://dineadvocacy.org/  
info@dineadvocacy.org 
denisaworldwide@gmail.com 
Date: May 2, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Janene Yazzie, Diné Nation 

Executive Director, Sixth World Solutions 
Sustainable Indigenous Communities 
PO Box 6028, Gallup, NM  87305 
Phone: (917) 636-2392 
https://sixth-world.com/  
Email: admin@sixth-world.com  
Date: May 4, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Louise Benally, Co-Founder 

Big Mountain Sovereign Dineh Nation 
Phone: (928) 606-0457 

Email: louisebenally6@gmail.com  
Date: May 4, 2022 

Electronically signed 5/4/2022
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